ISoLEC that they are aware of what are happening in the world and give their arguments. From the beginning, I have realized that the topics could make controversy. Besides, the Department curriculum obliges the students to come to the Debate class.
Based on this background and going back to the question, I believe that this gap is caused by students' different religious interpretations on Debate which the topics were about Feminism, LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, or Questioning), Deconstruction and Hermeneutics. It may be argued that many Moslems are ideologically inclined to be against such lessons if the lessons are correlated with Islam. In addition, their cultural background possibly affects how they see this class. One Javanese value (ewuhpekewuh -a Javanese value showing a guilty feeling if the deed is not satisfying others or an afraid feeling if disappointing others), which had existed before Islam came to Indonesia, may contribute to the presence of students in the classes. Javanese people, including Moslems, apply the value sometimes not because of religious teachings which also promote respect, tolerance, and peace, but because the value was brought by the ancient people and have been embedded in Javanese culture (Lisa, 2012) . Perhaps, the curriculum obligation may drive the students willing to come to the class regardless they like the class or not. Therefore, this essay will elaborate on how the students' multiple identities, as Moslems and Javanese, as well as perhaps others, might play a role in their EFL learning process in Debate class.
Post-structuralist perspectives will play a role as the basis to see the multiple identities the students are currently attributed. Post-structuralists see identities as not stable and fixed, and that identity is not a self-concept which promotes self's typical distinguish from others. This perspective describes, one of them, students' interaction in the classroom (Watson-Gegeo, 2004 ).
This leads me to formulate the following essay question: to what extent might identity theories help understand the learning process of EFL students at Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, Indonesia?
In the rest of this essay, I will divide the sections into three. Firstly, Literature Review will show the definitions of identity theories, Post-structuralist perspectives on identity, relevant empirical studies, Feminism and LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, or Questioning), religious background of students, cultural background of students, Islamic view on Feminism, Deconstruction and Hermeneutics, Islamic and Javanese views on Feminism, Deconstruction and Hermeneutics, willingness to communicate, unwillingness to communicate and non-participation, and characteristics of English as a Foreign Language learners.
ISoLEC
Secondly, Discussion of this essay will elaborate the following points: a) how some students' religious interpretation might affect the students' identity as language learners in the debating class, b) how Javanese value might affect the students' identity as language learners in the debating class, and c) can the two be brought together in some ways? D) other factors that might affect the students' identity in the debating class.
In the last part, there will be conclusion which will highlight the summary of the essay.
Learning Implication and explicit answer of the essay question are also included.
Literature Review

Identity theories
The definitions of identity depend on the perspective they are seen from. There are at least three different views on identity: psychological, social and negotiated. On psychological perspective, identity is seen as a self-concept. How an individual is different from others. Therefore, vision and motivation play very important roles in preserving this identity, and this identity is considered stable and fixed (Dornyei, 2009 ).
The second viewpoint is that identity is perceived as socially constructed. An individual cannot claim that what makes them different from others is a core them, but an individual is the representative of a social group. Social identity theory originated from Tajfel and Turner (1979) on his work of social categorization. This view is often called a post-structuralist perspective as the identities are typically seen as fixed, stable and unchanging (Norton, 2000) . However, Lave and Wenger (1991) , still in social perspective, identity is seen as understanding learning. If a person joins a group, he/she will learn to adopt certain identity in the group. Hence, this view would argue that groups are indigenously built, shifting and changing, emerging and breaking up.
The third view of identity is the post-structuralist perspective. This is the opposite idea of that of the structuralist view as post-structuralists define identity as multi-faceted. A person has different group affiliations. Post-structuralists emphasize how a person interacts with the world. How a person interacts with other people from different selves and groups. They might presumably take up the identity from a group from where interaction occurs. That is why, identity is not stable and open to change (Lave & Wenger, 1991) .
In this essay, I use the definition of the post-structuralist perspective since every student works together in the classroom in the learning process. The identities currently attributed to them are multi-layered. They are Moslems, Javanese, and English as a Foreign Language learners. Post-structuralist perspective sees "all activities in which Golombek and Jordan (2005) Relating to non-participation in identity case, Goldstein (1995) conducted an ethnographic study with female immigrants in Canada which are mostly from Portuguese. The female workers had problems with English where the people in the community speak .Although they struggled to achieve their English ability to speak with the people, they still could not understand what the people said. With desperate feeling, they eventually chose not to participate in the community. Which is not relevant of this study to my context is that the problems the immigrants encountered were they were not able to understand and express their ideas in English. However, the problems of the students in the Debate class are possibly their different interpretations on a Qur'an verse and Javanese values and the complexity of language use as in the Debate class, critical thinking is the key to successfully build good arguments. Therefore, the more complex the lessons are, the more sophisticated the language is used. Feminism is a movement which has been popular for last century during the post-modern era which promotes the equality in social, political, and economic sectors to women (Hogan, 2014).
Post-structuralist perspectives on identity
Relevant studies
Halberstam (2012) describes Feminism as sexuality on women's body which is exposed for the sake of capital interest. His view is inspired by an American singer, Lady Gaga, who "become the vehicle for performing the very particular arrangements of bodies, genders, desires, communication, race, affect, and flow that we might now want to call gaga feminism" (p.xii).
Meanwhile, Taylor and Zine (2014) study the feminism of Moslem women to post-9/11 attack in the United States. They explain how Moslem after the attack are encouraged to "unveil" their bodies and life.
None of these two views represent the case of the students' reaction on Feminism.
The students' emphasis is apparently more on the women liberation idea that women have equal or even higher position than men in public sectors.
Deconstructionism
Deconstructionism is Derrida's (1967) literary theory and philosophy of language. This theory is also one of post-modern studies. Deconstruction is a theory which re-questions a construct or permanent construct. Jenkins (1997) depicted the work of deconstruction as in the word history. This work was in Feminism perspective. He re-questioned why
his-story not her-story?
What matters from deconstruction work to the students is if this method is used for deconstructing the meaning of verses in the Qur'an. While today, it appears to be more Moslems in the worldwide who use deconstruction method to interpret the Qur'an. The liberals would never mind with this idea. However, more conservative Moslems would reject this idea since it has its own method to interpret (Murad, 1997).
Hermeneutics
Hermeneutics is a practice of interpretation of a text which is originated by German The all points may be relevant to the contexts below especially point 1 and 2. 
Cultural background of students
Islamic and Javanese views on Feminism
Islam and Javanese culture have similar points of view on women (Endraswara, 2010) .
Most Moslems would think that women are the sub-ordinate of men. Women should be obedient with their husband in everything. Husbands are seen as the decision makers in a family. This embedded view might be because of historical influence. In the past stories, women were presumably playing role to "serve" men such as sex servant during war period, slavery. Furthermore, surah An-Nisaa:10 says that the share of heritage for men is twice bigger that of women. Another verse, verse 3, still in the same surah, says that a husband is allowed to have until four wives. This might also affect Moslems' thought on women although in the same verse, it is also explained if the husband feels afraid not to be able to be just, they are just allowed to have one wife. The historical factor and the text of the Qur'an might affect most Moslems' way of thinking about women.
This thought seems rooted in most Moslems for hundred years although for last 50 years, as Feminism broadly have become a global topic to discuss, the number of career Moslem women has been increasing, and some Moslems, probably more, seem to realize that women's position only in domestic works are nurtured, not natural. Though, it ISoLEC is undeniable that currently most Moslem appear to still argue that men are upper than women.
In line with the Islamic perspective on Feminism, Javanese culture also places women as Konco Wingking (domestic works) or in the second class. Since the Java kingdom period, Javanese women have been assumed in the metaphor Masak (cooking meals in the kitchen), Macak (making-up face for their husband in front the mirror), and Manak (serving their husband on bed to make children) (Haryani, 2012).
Still, in this context, the students are Moslems and mostly Javanese who may have the same perspectives as mentioned above. 
Willingness, unwillingness to communicate and non-participation
Characteristics of English as a foreign language (EFL) learners
Nosratinia and Sarabchian (2013) People who score low on agreeableness are cold, disagreeable, and antagonistic.
3. Conscientiousness: the conscientiousness dimension is a measure of reliability.
A highly conscientious person is responsible, organized, dependable, and persistent. Those who score low on this dimension are easily distracted, disorganized, and unreliable. In addition, conscientiousness dimension can be characterized by reliability, achievement-oriented, and orderly.
4. Emotional stability: the emotional stability dimension often labeled by its converse neuroticism-taps a person's ability to withstand stress. People with positive emotional stability tend to be calm, self-confident, and secure. Those with high negative scores tend to be nervous, anxious, depressed, and insecure. In their study, Nosratinia and Sarabchian categorize these learners' personalities to examine learners' critical thinking. To foster learners' critical thinking, they suggest that differences on learners 'personalities should be considered. These types of personalities could be used to indicate the students' personalities in the Debate class besides their religious and cultural background. It is also a fact that few students appeared to avoid certain topics to debate. Practically in the classroom, a topic is given a week before the students practice to debate. The typical topics avoided are about Feminism and something taboo in the religion such as same-sex marriage. As far as I am concerned, some students seems not comfortable with the topics as seen as taboo, while other students eagerly practiced the topics. The latter type of students may be those who believe the verse on debate is not applicable for The controversy in the English Literature class at the university lies on the lecturer's statement that those two methods are applicable for the Qur'an by giving examples of the interpretation using the two methods. The students' reactions would be diverse.
Some disagree by personally complaining to the Head of Department. Others would think those sciences are two new ways to interpret texts and may not take seriously about the application of the two methods for the Qur'an interpretation.
How Javanese values might affect their identity as language learners in the Debate class
The most outstanding Javanese cultures which might contribute to some students' view are ewuh-pekewuh and viewpoint on women as konco wingking (Endraswara, 2010) . As mentioned in the literature review, the guilty feeling if not satisfying others or ewuhpekewuh could be the factor of some students to attend to the Debate and certain
English Literature classes although they might not agree with the ways of thinking of the subject and materials.
General perspective on women in Java that places women as konco wingking (a friend in behind) who do domestic works (cook, make-up and make sex service) might affect some students to be inclined to against Feminism ideas. Debate, Deconstruction and Hermeneutics seem not "opposing" lessons to Javanese culture.
However as time passes and the assimilation of presumably western culture, the value reduces and there are more Javanese women who go to public sector, for example the 
Can the two be brought together in some ways?
From the discussion the previous two points, a question arises: can Islam and Javanese culture can be brought together in some ways for the students' case?
Based on the literature review the discussions, I would say it is Feminism which doubly bring controversy in language learning at the university. Islam and Javanese culture 
Other factors that might affect the students' identity as language learners in the Debate class
Since Debate is a matter of criticality in thinking (Dewar, 2011) , the used may be more complex. The vocabulary and structure could demand higher level of language. Therefore, speaking English in the Debate class may be difficult in the Debate class. Furthermore, as EFL students, where English is not used in their daily life, expressing high content could be difficult. However, there were some students who eagerly came and showed good performance. This can be indicated by the personalities proposed by Nosratinia and Sarabchian (2013) that he students who did not want to speak may have low score in extraversion as they could be less gregarious, agreeableness as they might be less cooperative because in debate, the students must work with their team, and they could also have low score in conscientiousness as debate needs persistence to make good performance (Dewar, 2011) . Therefore, the students' identity as language learners could be affected by their personality traits.
Another factor of their avoidance to the Debate class could be their unwillingness to communicate. In a classroom, there must be some students who are silent while the others active to speak (Burgoon, 1976) . This unwillingness to communicate in the debate class can be indicated that in one side they like attending English speaking class because they are English language students and probably expect to work with English after graduate. On the other side, they may not like the 'difficult topics' , not like to think hard to build an argument, and not have adequate English fluency to speak or shyness. This is what is so called ambivalence by Block (2007) . Therefore, the ambivalence feeling could affect their identity as language learners in the Debate class.
Finally, curriculum obligatory can be one factor why the students came to the classroom. This case is same as that of the female immigrants in Canada (Goldstein, 1995) that the immigrants probably must go to the community since they were working there, but they did not speak in English with the others. The students must go to the classroom because the class is a part of the Department curriculum, but they did not want to practice to speak possibly because of the factors mentioned in the previous paragraphs.
Hence, their non-participation because of feeling obliged with the institution system may affect their presence to the Debate class.
ISoLEC
From the four points of discussion, I would add that students behavior toward learning might change over time. For the case of religious interpretation, I would reflect to my own experience that I was a student with the conservative type. I did not think that Debate was a good activity since it seemed not to be appropriate with religion's lessons. Time to time, my knowledge has improved until I was aware that Debate is good and most strategic way to build critical thinking. My interpretation of the Debate verse in the Qur'an changed when I researched and discussed it more with others.
This vignette can be a reflection for Debate and particular English Literature lecturers to give steady understanding to the students that opening mind is important to gain new knowledge and the students do not have to apply the methods which are seen not appropriate with the religion's teachings in their real life, but it not impossible for students try new things.
Conclusion
The conclusions drawn are as the following:
1. Post-structural perspective on identity helps understand the case of the students at the Department of English Education, Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, Indonesia in a classroom activity and have conflicting claims of truth (Norton, 2000) which can be changed over time.
2. That the interpretation of verse in the Qur'an on Debate shows a discrepancy among students. The interpretation may change over time with more knowledge and experience gained.
3. Javanese cultures may contribute to the attitudes of students toward learning especially on Feminism, not really in Deconstruction and Hermenetics.
4. There is a meeting point between Islam and Javanese culture to see Feminism,
although Islam is stricter in this case.
5. Complex language use and unwillingness to communicate be other factors why some students did not want to practice to speak English in the English Debate class 6. Curriculum compulsory could be also one pragmatic factor why the students came to the English Debate class.
The implication could be the teachers' awareness to understand the students' different personalities. For the curriculum designer, English Debate class may be better put This paper gives information to English teachers which may encounter the similar case to be more aware. This essay is open to research more but seen from structuralist perspective. How the students as Moslems and Javanese interact to non-Moslems and non-Javanese with the same subjects to view.
